
Northern Rowing Council 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of the Executive held on 30th March 2015 at Durham 
ARC 

 
1  Present 
Michael Laing (chair), Charly Curtis, Martin Thompson, Gillian Latham, John 
Mulholland, James Andrews, Colin Percy, Pauline Higgins and Alan Granlund 
 
  
2  Apologies for Absence 
 Peter Hoare, Phil Tully, Barbara Millns, Chris Smith and Pam Walton. 
 
3 JIRR Selection 
This item was number 6 on the agenda but was brought forward. Ian Stonehouse 
and Darren Smith from St.Leonards School joined the meeting and Michael handed 
the chair to Charly and left the room after declaring a personal interest. Pauline 
explained the circumstances that had arisen following the JIRR trials. It is a principal 
that no athlete is selected for more than 1 event. In the week following the trials it 
came to light that a DUS boy was part of the successful J16 8 and J16 4x-. The 4x- 
crew had changed due to illness but the organizers had not been informed. It was 
decided that the boy should do the 8 and a TURC boy(3rd in J16 1x) was asked fill 
the gap in the quad. However this meant the crew was no longer the winning crew. 
The rules do not cover this situation but Pauline expressed her opinion that if beaten 
by a crew athletes accept that crews selection but if they have not they do not deem 
their selection fair. Based on this the SLS J16 4x- wish to challenge the DUS/TURC 
composite. Alternatives such as finding a substitute for the 8 rather than the quad 
were discussed on the basis that there would not be any challenge but it was finally 
decided that SLS should race the composite at Durham (time to be arranged) on 
either 11th or 12th April. If DUS are not willing to race the selection would be given to 
SLS. Charly offered to umpire/time the race as an impartial official. Entries are due 
by 10th April but Pauline will contact JIRR officials to ask for more time to submit 
names for this crew. 
 
4  Minutes of the Previous meeting 
The  minutes of the meeting held on 26th January  2015 were accepted apart from 
query about the Safety Advisors Report where the waiting time at the start of 
Rutherford Head was described as ‘far too long’. This was questioned. There had 
been problems with boats using incorrect landing stage but waiting time at the start 
was not unduly long. 
The NRC have been approached by Cambois Rowing Club with a request to part 
fund a new landing stage. Cambois manage with existing one for their daily needs 
but it is inadequate for events such as the Wansbeck LDS and SBH. Michael has 
asked them to submit estimates to Alan before next meeting but concerns were 
raised that other clubs could submit similar requests. 
 
 
5 Reports 
Masters Report 
No report submitted but concern was raised that an email had gone out to nerowing 



encouraging Masters to enter and volunteer at Masters Championships in 
Nottingham. This event clashes with Durham Regatta and therefore could have a 
disastrous effect on Masters events at the regatta and on availability of umpires. 
A play written by Ed Waugh about Harry Clasper is to tour the region to mark the 
170th anniversary of the World Rowing Championships title coming to the NE in 1845. 
Further details about ‘Hadaway Harry’ can be found at 
www.edwaughandtrevorwood.co.uk 
Junior Report (see attached) 
This had already been discussed in earlier item. Charly suggested that as doubling 
up is not allowed then perhaps only one entry should be allowed at trials. This can be 
discussed at the Junior session of the Club Development Conference. 
Recreational Rowing Report 
No report as Martin was unable to attend last meeting at Leander. 
Area Participation Managers Report (see attached) 
James added to his report that Ben Wyatt has been appointed as BR Marketing and 
Communication Manager, Simon Dickie as Acting Participation Manager and Richard 
Stock as Head of Insight and Commercial Development. 
The position of Chief Coach Juniors has recently been advertised. 
The Sunday League started on Sunday 29th March, entries down mainly due to 
decrease in numbers from DARC and Tees. 
Provisional date for Club Development Conference 2016 is January 24th. Items for 
discussion/session suggestions requested. John asked for more time, 1 hr not 
enough for Umpire/Safety session. 
Level 2 courses: June course unlikely to run. Fixed seat course to run in September. 
Next 2 courses in November at Tyne and January at Tees. James concerned about 
need to cancel the course, are there too many? Is the cost plus cost of prerequisites 
etc prohibitive? Comments to James please. 
Clubmark has been halted as Sport England have brought out new guidelines. 
New club in Gosforth looking to affiliate to BR. 
Reminder to all clubs that they can apply to Sport England for up to £10000 every 
year. 
Chairman’s Report 
Newcastle University are doing really well at the moment particularly the men’s 
squad. Durham University Women are also been very successful at BUCS Head and 
WHORR. 
Mick Downworth from Gateshead Community Rowing Club has been nominated for 
Volunteer of the Year. Launch of their first boat will be on 4th May at 3pm at 
Derwenthaugh. It will be attended by Anne Marie Phelps. 
Treasurer’s Report 
No recent transactions, current balance is £21,387. 
Safety Officer’s Report (see attached) 
Further to his report he added that a Coaching Accreditation scheme is to be set up 
where coaches learn about local rules, water etc before coaching at a club. 
Concern also expressed about age of Bouyancy aids used by clubs, they should not 
be used if older than 5 yrs. 
Events Coordinator Report (see attached) 
Great Tyne Row entries hopefully will open on 1st April  They are organizing a 
party/social event on the Saturday for competitors. Alan agreed to a request for a 
separate bank account for the GTR to speed up processing of monies at the time of 
the event. Minutes of GTR meetings to be circulated to NRC members. 

http://www.edwaughandtrevorwood.co.uk/


Clubs have been asked for dates for events for the 2016/17 season and proposals 
for 2017/18. There are no dates available for BR events. 
All clubs have been asked if they would like to run a Pathfinder event. The only 
response has been from Durham Regatta on Sunday(see sheet). These proposals 
were endorsed by the committee. Durham City wish to run an informal event on the 
Sunday. BR need to authorize the format.  
There is a Risk Assessment form available on BR online for use by clubs preparing 
for events. This should help provide clear consistent paperwork for events from risk 
assessments to results. Results are usually published for Head races but only a few 
clubs publish Regatta results 
Rowability Report (see attached) 
Gillian added a 6th item to her report re Disability Sports Awards. DARC, Durham 
University and Tees were nominated for Club of the Year. Caroline MacDonald was 
nominated for Female Personality of the Year and Laurence Whiteley was nominated 
for Male Personality. Sadly none were successful. 
Umpires Report 
No report submitted but 11 potential umpires are being trained at DARC, 
Regional Representative Report (see attached) 
The deadline set by UK Sport has been met. 
Coaching Report 
Last Coaching Commission meeting agreed to a voluntary accreditation scheme. 
 
6 Women’s Weekend and Conference 
The women’s session in January was attended by 2 eights. Feedback at the Club 
Conference was very positive and James was looking for support to arrange a 
weekend before the next conference. Perhaps 2 weekends could be organized with 
the aim of forming a composite 8 for WHORR. To do this event is a tremendous 
experience but few clubs have enough members to enter a club 8. James will put 
together a proposal. 
 
7 Grant Fund 
Next years funding was approved at the last meeting but the website needs to be 
updated with new dates. 
 
8 AOB 
There are only 2 Rowability representatives in the country. Simon Dickie is to look 
into increasing number of reps. 
NRC singles; Geoff Graham will check the boats each year and carry out any repairs 
required with costs covered by NRC. All boats to be returned to Rob Fletcher, DU 
Boathouse, Maiden Castle 2 weeks before the DU sculling camp. Pauline will ask for 
applications for next year but there will be a charge of £100 per year for each boat. 
The club should insure the boat in their possession. 
 
Date of next meeting is Monday June 29th. 


